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Fig. 1. Petal and stamen of Disanthus cercidi¬ 
folius. a: adaxial surface of petal showing 
reniform nectary near the base and the 
upper margin of cupular calyx-tube by 
dotted line, b: stamen with opened anther, 
adaxial face, c: do. abaxial face, d: an¬ 
other one as in c. e: stamen with ripe 
anther, lateral view. All Xca. 10. 


Maximowicz (1866) 4 f tc#n 
^>, Baillon (1874) 5 ), Niedenzu 
(1891) 6 ), Harms (1930) 7 ), Melchior 
(1964) 8 ), Hutchinson (1967) 9 ) 1C 

#:Af|l%1t‘Ab"'€i 5 t|) 

fc $8 %■©**, 

Eustigma (1^^, h 747 

ic&tt) W:I^ 4 v» o *«tf) 

0-t? 

^W®»cSiotwj; $ fc 

®5o $ 

fcfl8&kb-ai, flOg-fV* (£<£> 

Jg) A 41 #i % ( Exbucklandia , 
Rhodoleia ) £n b 4L TT V* S ft 'tr 

^?s 0 cti^&JtbT, 


— 28 — 




December 1968 


Journ. Jap. Bot. Vol. 43 No. 12 


523 


iC455o ^fcLTO&liC&JRfcjL 

5*%65gav»J: b~C'hZ>fr, %<D%^zm&Z&-f%miz%:Z>(D~(:'tz&5tv*fr e ff 

lilt lT£f§H,»c. tiffM;2 

jvrV'fzt-ZtlZ 10 ^ gPt>v;i/X/Hutchinson. 
Exbucklandia Liquidambar <h JtfCtf L h'f'? h iS#L/c0tD Wi fc 

?)o 

OWeH-fV^^OW'CiaL’CEt /cbo Harms ^'dlJ:X&£ 

^!5O]S®'t?l9>^Lt:W5O”eii^:W^fcS‘5 0 Hutchinson «JR© 

fc*wt:w?> 0 a» 19 

WiiU j£fffR^©4\&fe<D^ Cf£^4>|W|fe) 

-e«U £#©2#K:fc*o £ SKffcaC)*#, y #?44=- 

y x y t &*•£ < ^ 92> 0 t <DJ?0fri < 15 

JK<&8£, Ml&z UigSO’C. r2#{rii<j 

ltb©.4 Pflanzenfamilien ©g 165 © D, E f£J\LESjS-t*$> £ (Fig. 1. b, c,. 

a, e) Q 


Summary 

Disanthus cercidifolius Maxim., a monotypic east Asiatic endemic confined, 
to the warmer parts of Japan and perhaps to central China (Hunan and Kiangsi. 
provs.), is one of the most handsome ornamental shrubs in its crimsonred Cercis- 
like foliage in autumn, when the flowers and ripe capsules open simultaneously. 
When the flowers are at their best (late October to early November), they smell 
of Acorus, though weak, at about noon in a quiet and fine day. Flies and smalL 
bees visit the flowers. Observing the flower, one may find a pair of elliptic, glossy,, 
naked and later confluent nectary at the base of each petal (fig. 1. a). This seems 
to have been overlooked since the foundation of the genus Disanthus by Maximo- 
wicz in 1866, and is regarded to be peculiar among the genera of the Hamameli- 
daceae. The presence of nectary, along with 5 tiny staminodia, appears to evidence 
the Disanthus flower to be an advanced type of entomophily than that with sta¬ 
minodia only. Among the 26 genera (Melchior 1964), nectariferous petals are 
known only in Eustigma of southeastern Asia. Disanthus has been considered to 
be the most primitive in the family, but the evidence stated above seems to be 
opposed to the general view. 
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